The Art of Literature 262G-06


Weekly Reading Log Assignment

[bookmark: _GoBack]ASSIGNMENT: Every Friday you will hand in a literary reading log analyzing one or two of the stories read for that week. The purposes of this assignment is for you to record your thoughts in response to the readings that week and to use as discussion in class, as well as references to help you on your formal paper.  In this reading log, you may address important quotes, words, or passages that you find to be important in the text.  While some weeks I may give you something specific to respond to, it is up to you to pick and choose what you would like to address in this reading log.  Some questions to consider may be:

· What do you see as similarities and or differences between the two stories?
· What strikes you about the story(ies)?
· What literary elements do you find crucial within the story, (i.e. plot, character, theme etc.)?
· Do you find a connection between this story and another story you have read before?
· Do you sympathize with any specific character? Why or Why not?
· Do you think this story is “literature”?
· What words or passages stick out to you and why?
· How does the narration affect this story, (i.e. first or third person)?
· Can we “trust” the narrator of the story?
· How did any of the characters change or develop throughout the story?
· How is this story situated in a larger cultural context?

All of these questions are merely suggestions and to get you to start thinking about how you would respond in these reading logs.  Feel free to respond to what ever strikes you from the reading.  The most important thing to remember is to analyze and not only summarize what happened in the story.  In other words, I too have read this story, so I don’t need you to retell it to me. I want to know what you think of the story.  If you like a story, or don’t like a story, think about why!

REQUIREMENTS: While this assignment is informal, (i.e. not a formaly graded paper), it still needs to be typed, double spaced, Times 12 pt. font, and should be one page.  It is due every Thursday unless otherwise specified by myself.  The goal of these assignments is so that I may see how you are understanding and connecting to the stories. 

CREDIT: These assignments, along with other in-class activities and assignments that will be given for Units Two, Three and Four, make up 15% of your grade and will be counted towards your overall grade at the end of the semester.  While I will always read these assignments, sometimes you will be given a grade, comments or just checked off for credit.  In other words, you will not always receive a letter grade for these assignments but they will be read and you will receive credit for them.
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