_—" N

wer i) & Stories for Furthey Rewding

gt b by

Margarel Atwood

Happy Endings

1939, Margaret

Bom  in Ottawd, Omuario,  n
Eleanor Atwood was the daughter of an entomologist
and spent her childhood summers n the forests of
northern Quebec, where her  father carried out
research. Atwood began writing at the age of five and
had already seriousty entertained thoughts of becom-
g d professional wrtter hefore she finished high
schoul. She graduated from the University of Toronto
in 1961, and got ¢ master's degree from Radcliffe.
Agwood first gaimed prominence as & poet. Her first
full-length collection of poems, The Circle Guame
(1966), was awarded a Governor General's Award,
Canada’s most prestigious lierary
volumes of verse. Atwood also be
and her short stories were first collected in D
numerous additional collections, most recently Mor
A dedicated feminst, Arwood’s works of fiction explore ¢
hetween the sexes, oSt incisively in The Harnc

ancing Girls

novel
rehgous fundamentalism. Inl
magazine. Subsequent novels mc
The Blind Assassin (2000), and The Year of the

served as writer-in-residence at many universities and

for appearances at symposid

john and Mary meet.
What happens next!
[f you want a happy ending, try A.

A
John and Mary fall in
while and remunerative jobs w

{maid’s Tale (
ahout a world in which gender roles are yuthlessly enforced by a society based on
986 Atwood was named Woman of the Year by Ms.
lude Cat’s Eye (1988), The Robber Bride (1993,
Flood (2009). Atwood hute
she has been widely in demnarad

devoted to literature and women's issues.
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honor, and she has smee published nearly twenty
gan to write fiction ceriously in graduate school,

(1977), followed b
Al Disorder (2006).

he complex relations

1985), a futwriste

love and get married. They both have worth-
hich they find stimulating and challeng-

ing. They biy a farming house. Real estate valies go up. Eventuatly,

when they can afford live-l

they are devoted.
ctimulating and challenging sex life and

/Ortnwi

in help, they have two children, to whom
The children turn out well. John and Mary have 3
Rwhile friends. They go on

0 vacati Fsr- They retire. They both have hobbies which they

fun vacations toget
find stimulating and challenging. Eventually they

the story.

die. This is the end of
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Mary talls in love with John but John
[’It.‘,’w!ngffgilj_\l‘l_ﬁig§ her body for selish pleas
igp:ﬂ kind. He comes to her ;npnmncr‘\t t\z
\lm‘ner, you'll notice that he ducsﬁ’t even «
a dinner out, and after he's eaten the dint
e f%l”:s‘ asleep, while she does the dishes s
Imv'mg all those dirry dishes lying '1;()un Li
shetl Took good when he wakes u‘.w but&'
even notice, he puts on his socks ;l'mf his
shirt and Ris tie and his shoes, the reverse :
rm{k them off. He doesn’t t;xk'c off M‘\ ’t:
self, she acts as i she's dying for it e‘vf:yr‘ t
cx.xgtlyt she diesn't, but she wants J(’»hnyt()
G it often enough surely he'll get used to
her and they will get married, bur John go
much as a goodnight and three days late
they do the whole thing over ugam.‘ '

Mary gets rundown. Crying is bad for
snd so does Mary but sh can't stop. Peor
tell her John s a rat, a plg:JJGg fw 1:1)&
g‘;}x\'r believe it. Inside John, sllé,rhinl;s
nicer. This leetnj‘uhn.wjﬂxmgrg«:_’hke a‘ b

from a hox, a pit from a prune, if the first
: One evening John u)’n1pl:1iﬁs‘;{|§gt’jyt
plained abnut the food before. Mary is hur
Her friends tell her they've swn him
woman, whose name is Madge. If’s not e
Mary; it's the restaurant. Juhn has never
Mary collects all the sleeping pillsg and as
them and a half a bottle of shérfy. Y<‘)u cxix
g“,,,fie;faCt~that it’s not even whm
pes he'll discover fierand ger her to th
wul then they can get married, but this fai
John marries Madge and everything c

¢

: John, who is an older man, falls in lov
*iiv rwenty:two, feels sorry for him becat
*:s ng out. She sleeps with him even thou
ite met him ar work. She's in love with

caty-two also and not yet ready to settle
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Mary falls in love with John but John doesn’t fall i Jove wirh Mary, 5 B

e merely uses her bady tor selsh pleasure and epo granhication of ;\f ' 4
tepid kind. He comes to her apartment twice a week and she cooks lam i ‘
dinner, you'll nonce that he doesn't even consider her worth the price of . 2
L dinner oue, and atter he's caten the dinner he fucks her and after th iy

he falls asleep, while she does the dishes so he won't think she's unndy,
having all those dirty dishes Iying around, and puts on tresh lipstick so
Jie'll fook good when he wakes up, but when he wakes up he doesn't
cven notice, he puts on his socks and his shorts and his panes and s
Jveet and his tie and his shoes, the reverse order trom the ane mowhich he
ook them off, He doesn't rake off Mary's clothes, she tiakes them oft her-
o, she acts as it she's dying for it every time, not because she likes sex
cxactly, she doesn't, but she wants John to think she does because if they
Jo it otten enough surely he'll get used 1o her, he'll come to depend on
her and they will get marnied, but John goes oot the Joor with hardly so
much as a goodnight and three days later he turns up at six o'clock and

they do the whole thing vver again.

Mary pets nindown. Crying is had for your face, everyone knows that
and sodoes M;IFY bt she C;m‘twﬁh‘)'ﬁ; PC&-\PEAlfW’(WLh\‘ﬂ(‘éYI(:IFHLHL‘S
el her John'is a rar, a pig, a dog, he isn't good enough for her, hut she
can't believe 1t Inside John, she thinks, is another John, who is much
wicer. This other John will emerge like a butterly from a cocoon, a Jack g
from a hox, a pit from a prune, it the first luhnls onlysguxuzul enough’

One evenmg John complains about the tood. Hle has never com-
plained about the food hefore. Mary is hurt.

Fler friends rell her they've seen him in a restaurant with another
woman, whose name is Madge. 1t's not even Madge thar finally gets to
Mury; it's the restaurant. John has never taken Mary o a restaurant.
Mary collects all the sleeping pills and aspirins she can find, and takes
them and ahalf a bottle of sherry. You can sege whaekind of awomarrshe

i by the fact that it’s not even whiskey. She leaves a note for John. She

hopes he TTJiséover fier and pet her to the hospital in time and repent

i then they can get married, but this fails to happen and she dies.
John marries Madge and everything €ontinues as in A.

(o i
John, who is an older man, falls in love with Mary, and Mary, who is’ 10
only twenty-two, feels sorry for him hecause he’s worried about his hair /
fdling out. She sleeps with him even though she'’s not in love with him. .V/
“he met him ar work. She's in love with someone called James, who js V7t 23
twenty-two also and not yet ready to sertle down. . = T ail
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lohn on the contrary wetthed down Tong asos this sowhat s bothering

Tam Joh has a steady, respectable job and s gettiny Ahewd s has held,

Bt Mary et nupressed by B, she's unpressed hy James, who has o
Sudons record collection, Bt James s often away on
Freedom it the same for girls, so m the

John, Thursdaysare the

motore yele and ot
his metoreyele, Bemg free.
meantune Mary spetds Thusday evenimgs with

only days Tohn can et away.

fohi s married 1o woman called Madge and they fave two chil
Iv they bought pist hetore the real estate vals
by they bnd stumulating aned challenging,
Mary how unportant she s to Jium,

Jren, a hanming house whic
aes went g, and hohbies whic
when they hove the nme, fohn ells
Lot of conpse, he can't leave liis wife Becatse @ CoOMmmrment is @ comiit-
ment. e goes on about this more than 15 necessary and Mary finds 1 bor-

g, but older men can keep it up longer soon the whole she hus  farly

y good tine.
One day James breezes meon s motoreyele wil some top-grade
Cualttornn hybead and Limes and Mary get higher than you'd helieve pos-

“verything becomes very underwater, but

able and they chimbinro bed. d
Aong comes John, who has a key to Mary's apartinent. He tinds them
soned and enowined. FHe's b
my Madge, but nevertheless he
middle-aged, 1 two years el be
saying he needs wtor rget practice—this is the
dealt with Tater—and shoots the two of

wardly in any position to he jealous, consider-
s overcome with despair. Finally lae's
edd s an egy and he can't soamed ot He

purchises a laandgun,
thin part of the plot, butitean le

therm and himself.
Madge, afrer a suitable period of mourning, marries an understand-
{ cverything contnues as i A, but under ditter-

ing nun called Fred and

Nt natnes.

D

Fred and Madge have no problems. They get along exceptionally
well and are good at working out any litrle difficulries that may arise. But
y a giant tidal wave

4 their charming house is by the seushore and one da
abour

sapproaches. Real estate values po down. The rest of the story i
what caused the tidal wuygy';;\Mg_l"]lglyy”Ap})g[ﬂqggup‘g_Fr’g;l’h’ it. They do,
though Gotsands drown, but Fred and Madge are virtuous and lucky.
Firally on high vround they clasp each other, wer and dripping and

grateful, and continue s in A.

I
Yes, but Fred has a bad heart. The rest of the story is about how kind
and understanding they both are antil Fred dies. Then Madge devotes
herself to chariry work until the end of A. If(yg?x like, it can be “Madge,”
16 By RAINYY N FI ” (3 R N N "
cancer,” “guilty and confused,” and “bird watching.
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H you think this is all too bourge
Mary 2 counterespionage agent and st
this s Canada. You'll sedl end ap with
A husttul brawhng saga of passionats
fimes, sort of.

You'll have 1o tace 1, the ending
Pon't be deluded by any other endi
arely fake, with malicious intent to ¢
wve optimism if not by downripght ser

The only authentic cndmg'i;’ the

Tohre and Mary dic. John and Mary

7

so much for endings. Beginnings
seurs, however, are known to favor
furdest to do anything with.

Fhat's about all that can be said
thing atter another, a what and o whe

Now try How and Why, a2
L Yy /ﬁ
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Greasy Lake
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ashteen. After a brief period as « high s
he studied in the University of lowa W
shop, submitting a collection of stories

His stories in Esquire, Paris Review 1
-and other magazines quickly won him‘n
starageous macabre humor and bizarre i
Hovle has published nine volumes of

awliding Greasy Lake (1985), T.C. 1
(1998} und Tooth and Claw (2005)
e quite unlike anything else in conter
e Boyle novels reveal his wide-ran
f’m\pccts (1984) is a picaresque rom
fast Is East (1990) is a half-serious, h

Snericun writers’ colony. The Road to
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is what is hothering ) x)’f ' :
ahead in hus tield, If you think this is all too bourgeois, muke John a revolutionary and:
; James, who has Mary a counrerespionage agent and see how far that gees you. Remember, {i |
Jes is often away on this is Canada, You'll suill cnd up with A, though in between vou m: 1y get A }
for girls, so in the a lustful brawling saga of passionate involve ement, a dmmulc nt our <
v Thursdays are the times, sort of. ]

et

they have two chil-
o the real estate val-
ng and challenging,

You'll have to face it, the endings +fc the same however you slice it 4
IWnnt lk deluded by .my nrhcr endings; they’ re-all fake, cither deliber-
{ous inrent to deceiv ‘e, Of just Tnotivated lw exe Lx-
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oreant she is tw hir. DL “I’“"““m if not by downnght sentimentality. patr , & e
WiUment IR ‘ The only authentic ending is the one provided here: : . 2
nd Mary finds ibor- John and Mary die. John und Murw dw Lhn and Marw die. P wdir, 20 )
vhole she has a fairly ¥

So much for endings. Beginnings are always more #in. True connoisd W 4y i K-
with some top-grde seurs, however, are known to favor the stretch in between, since ir's th,;”“"//( // g - ‘L
ann you'd helieve pos- hardest to do anything with. “ ‘ ke 5
very underwater, but : [ S0
ment. He tinds them That's about all that can be said for plots, which anyway are jmt one S A
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| pracrice-— this is-the , 2 i
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AT S rstatidd- e
tlxrxeri‘:ltl‘\‘1‘1‘3;"&“{% I'. Coraghessan Bovle (the T. stands for Tom) was ' 1
e bornom 1948 in Peekskill, New York, the son of Irish A
immigrants. He grew up, he vecalls, “us a sort of :
pampered punk” who did not read a book until he was :
ot along exceptionally 15 :'zghte@. After a bnef pmnd as a high schoul ’teacher, : o
ries that may arise. But he studied in Fhe Unwersz.ty of I()wa‘ \X/Tners' Work-
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¢ of the story is 2 about His stories in Esgulre. Pans Revgw, thg Atl;mng
ape from it “They do, and other magazines quickly won him notice for their 1
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wet and dripping and U«)yle has published nine volumes of short stories, T. Coraghessan Boyle RCE
mechuding Greasy Lake (1985), T.C. Boyle Stories :
(1998}, and Tooth and Claw (2005). He has also published thirteen novels that
wre quite unlike anything else in contemporary American fiction. The subjects of
story is about how kind wime Boyle novels reveal his wide-ranging and idiosyncratic interests. Budding . _
<. Then Madge devotes Prospects (1984) is a picaresque romp among adventurous marijuana growers. A ¢
like, it can be “Madge,” Fast Is East (1990) is a half-serious, half-comic story of a Japanese fugitive in an i x
ng” American writers’ colony. The Road to Wellville (1993) takes place in 1907 ina : -f




